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malia_paul@schatz.senate.govimalia_paul@schatz.senate.gov]; Sarah Kaopuiki
(sarah_kaopuiki@schatz.senate.gov)[sarah_kaopuiki@schatz.senate.gov]; Alan Yamamoto
(alan_yamamoto@hirono.senate.gov)[alan_yamamoto@hirono.senate.gov}; Burks, Jen
(Hirono){Jen_Burks@hirono.senate.govl]; Jeremy Horan
(jeremy_horan@hirono.senate.gov)[jeremy_horan@hirono.senate.gov}; Kehau Yap
(Kehau_Yap@hirono.senate.gov)[Kehau_Yap@hirono.senate.govl]; Lauren Montez
(lauren_montez@hirono.senate.gov)[lauren_montez@hirono.senate.gov}; Marvin Buenconsejo
(marvin_buenconsejo@hirono.senate.gov)[marvin_buenconsejo@hirono.senate.gov};, Alex Hetherington
(alex.hetherington@mail.house.gov)falex.hetherington@mail.house.gov}; Rod Tanonaka
(rod.tanonaka@mail.house.gov)[rod.tanonaka@mail.house.gov]; Sean Callahan
(sean.callahan@mail.house.gov)[sean.callahan@mail.house.gov}, Seanna Pieper-Jordan (seanna.pieper-
jordan@mail.house.gov)[seanna.pieper-jordan@mail.house.gov}; Anthony Ching
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(anthony.ching@mail.house.gov)[anthony.ching@mail.house.gov}; Kainoa Penaroza
(Kainoa.Penaroza@mail.house.gov)[Kainoa.Penaroza@mail.house.govl]; Walt Kaneakua
(walt.kaneakua@mail.house.gov){walt.kaneakua@mail.house.govl;
wendy.clerinx@mail.house.govjwendy.clerinx@mail.house.govl;
andrew_lingenfelter@heller.senate.goviandrew_lingenfelter@heller.senate.gov]; Ashley Jonkey
(ashiey_jonkey@helier.senate.gov){ashley_jonkey@heller.senate.govl;
jack_finn@heller.senate.govljack_finn@heller.senate.govl;
(jeremy_harreli@heller.senate.gov){jeremy_harrell@heller.senate.govl; Sarah Paul
(sarah_paul@heller.senate.gov)[sarah_paul@heller.senate.govl]; Stephen Sifuentes
(Stephen_sifuentes@heller.senate.gov)[Stephen_sifuentes@heller.senate.govl;
alexander_mcdonough@reid.senate.gov[alexander_mcdonough@reid.senate.gov};
jason_unger@reid.senate.govijason_unger@reid.senate.gov};
kristen_orthman@reid.senate.govikristen_orthman@reid.senate.govy;
lucas_ingvoldstad@reid.senate.govfiucas_ingvoldstad@reid.senate.govl;
mary_conelly@reid.senate.govimary_conelly@reid.senate.gov};
ryan_mulvenon@reid.senate.goviryan_mulvenon@reid.senate.gov};
sara_moffat@reid.senate.gov[sara_moffat@reid.senate.gov}; Shannon Raborn
(shannon_raborn@reid.senate.gov)[shannon_raborn@reid.senate.gov}; yolanda_garcia-
banuelos@reid.senate.goviyolanda_garcia-banuelos@reid.senate.gov]; Ben Rosenbaum
(ben.rosenbaum@mail.house.gov)[ben.rosenbaum@mail.house.govl; Elizabeth Decker
(elizabeth.decker@mail.house.gov)[elizabeth.decker@mail.house.govl;
mike.naft@mail.house.govimike.naft@mail.house.govl; Arturo Garzon
(arturo.garzon@mail.house.gov)[arturo.garzon@mail.house.govl;
bruce.miller@mail.house.gov[bruce.miller@mail.house.govl;
jason.riederer@mail.nouse.govijason.riederer@mail.house.govl;
stacy.parobek@mail.house.govistacy.parobek@mail.nouse.govl];
keith.hughes@mail.house.govikeith.hughes@mail.house.govl; Scott Hughes
(scott.hughes@mail.house.gov){scott.hughes@mail.house.gov}; Jacob Fullmer
(jacob.fullmer@mail.house.gov)jjacob.fullmer@mail.house.govl; Kyle Lykins
(kyle.lykins@mail.house.gov)lkyle.lykins@mail.nouse.govl; Robert Yavor
(robert.yavor@mail.house.gov){robert.yavor@mail.house.gov}; Sonia Joya
(sonia.joya@mail.house.gov){sonia.joya@mail.house.gov}

Cc: Lawrence, Kathryn[Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.govl]; Meer, Daniel{Meer.Daniel@epa.gov};
Keener, Bill[Keener.Bill@epa.govl]; Zito, Kelly[ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV]; Higuchi,
Dean[Higuchi.Dean@epa.gov]; Levine, Carolyn[Levine.Carolyn@epa.govl; Parker,
Heather{Parker.Heather@epa.gov]; Harris-Bishop, Rusty[Harris-Bishop.Rusty@epa.gov}
Bcc: Maier, Brent[Maier.Brent@epa.gov]

From: Maier, Brent

Sent: Thur 2/25/2016 9:44:41 PM

Subject: EPA Proposes Revisions to its Risk Management Program to Improve Chemical Process
Safety and Further Protect Communities and First Responders

Dear Colleagues:

Today, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency will be proposing to revise its Risk
Management Program (RMP) regulations to improve chemical process safety, assist
local emergency authorities in planning for and responding to accidents, and improve
public awareness of chemical hazards at regulated sources. | am including below the
HQ press release issued today.
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“Chemicals are a necessary part of our everyday lives; however, as we have too often
seen they can cause loss of life, injury and significant property damage,” said Mathy
Stanislaus, EPA’s assistant administrator for the Office of Land and Emergency
Management. “It is these dangers that we are working to prevent and minimize as we
propose revisions to the RMP, such as improving our prevention program requirements,
ensuring coordination with first responders, and ensuring that accident planning protects
local communities that need to evacuate or shelter-in-place during an accident.”

While numerous chemical plants are operated safely, in the last 10 years more than
1,500 accidents were reported by RMP facilities. These accidents are responsible for
causing nearly 60 deaths, some 17,000 people being injured or seeking medical
treatment, almost 500,000 people being evacuated or sheltered-in-place, and costing
more than $2 billion in property damages.

The Accidental Release Prevention regulations under section 112(r) of the Clean Air Act
(CAA) also known as the EPA RMP regulations, require covered facilities to develop
and implement a risk management program. The proposed revisions to EPA’'s RMP
regulations is a key action item under President Obama’s Executive Order (EO) 13650,
Improving Chemical Facility Safety and Security. EPA shares RMP information with
state and local officials to help them plan for and prevent chemical accidents and
releases.

This proposal is the result of a review undertaken to modernize the existing EPA RMP
and information gathered from feedback obtained during listening sessions, Webinars,
meetings with stakeholder groups, stakeholder conferences and public comments in
response to EPA’s Request for Information.

The proposed amendments are intended to improve existing risk management plan
requirements to enhance chemical safety at RMP facilities by:

: " Requiring the consideration of safer technologies and alternatives by
including the assessment of Inherently Safer Technologies and Designs in the Process
Hazard Assessment;

: U Requiring third party audits and root cause analysis to identify process
safety improvements for accident prevention;
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0 0 Enhancing emergency planning and preparedness requirements to help
ensure coordmatlon between facilities and local communities;

B U Strengthening emergency response planning to help ensure emergency
response capabilities are available to mitigate the effect of a chemical accident;

i U Improving the ability of LEPCs (Local Emergency Planning Committees)
and Iocal emergency response officials to better prepare for emergencies both
individually and with one another; and

' Improving access to information to help the public understand the risks at
RMP facilities.

The RMP rule is just one aspect of EPA and the U.S. Government’s efforts to enhance
the safety and security of chemical facilities throughout the nation. We continue our
work under EO 13650 by assisting local communities in developing a local emergency
contingency plan and facilitating a dialog between the community and chemical facilities
on chemical accident prevention and preparedness.

The public will have 60 days from publication in the Federal Register to submit written
comments online at www.regulations.gov (the portal for federal rulemaking), or by mail.

For more information about the proposed rule: hitp://www.epa.gov/rmp/proposed-
changes-risk-management-program-rmp-rule

Read Assistant Administrator Stanislaus’ blog:
hito://blog.epa.aoviblog/2016/02/oreparing-for-emergencies/

CONTACT:

Julia P. Valentine (News media only)
valentine julia@epa.gov

(202) 564-2663

(202) 564-4355
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
February 25, 2016

EPA Proposes Revisions to its Risk Management Program to
Improve Chemical Process Safety and Further Protect
Communities and First Responders

WASHINGTON — The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is proposing to revise its
Risk Management Program (RMP) regulations to improve chemical process safety, assist local
emergency authorities in planning for and responding to accidents, and improve public
awareness of chemical hazards at regulated sources.

“Chemicals are a necessary part of our everyday lives; however, as we have too often seen they
can cause loss of life, injury and significant property damage,” said Mathy Stanislaus, EPA’s
assistant administrator for the Office of Land and Emergency Management. “It is these dangers
that we are working to prevent and minimize as we propose revisions to the RMP, such as
improving our prevention program requirements, ensuring coordination with first responders,
and ensuring that accident planning protects local communities that need to evacuate or shelter-
in-place during an accident.”

While numerous chemical plants are operated safely, in the last 10 years more than 1,500
accidents were reported by RMP facilities. These accidents are responsible for causing nearly 60
deaths, some 17,000 people being injured or seeking medical treatment, almost 500,000 people
being evacuated or sheltered-in-place, and costing more than $2 billion in property damages.

The Accidental Release Prevention regulations under section 112(r) of the Clean Air Act (CAA),
also known as the EPA RMP regulations, require covered facilities to develop and implement a
risk management program. The proposed revisions to EPA’s RMP regulations is a key action
item under President Obama’s Executive Order (EO) 13650, Improving Chemical Facility Safety
and Security. EPA shares RMP information with state and local officials to help them plan for
and prevent chemical accidents and releases.

This proposal is the result of a review undertaken to modernize the existing EPA RMP and
information gathered from feedback obtained during listening sessions, Webinars, meetings with
stakeholder groups, stakeholder conferences and public comments in response to EPA’s Request
for Information.

The proposed amendments are intended to improve existing risk management plan requirements
to enhance chemical safety at RMP facilities by:

. Requiring the consideration of safer technologies and alternatives by including the
assessment of Inherently Safer Technologies and Designs in the Process Hazard Assessment;
. Requiring third party audits and root cause analysis to identify process safety

improvements for accident prevention;
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. Enhancing emergency planning and preparedness requirements to help ensure
coordination between facilities and local communities;

. Strengthening emergency response planning to help ensure emergency response
capabilities are available to mitigate the effect of a chemical accident;
. Improving the ability of LEPCs (Local Emergency Planning Committees) and local

emergency response officials to better prepare for emergencies both individually and with one
another; and

. Improving access to information to help the public understand the risks at RMP facilities.

The RMP rule is just one aspect of EPA and the U.S. Government’s efforts to enhance the safety
and security of chemical facilities throughout the nation. We continue our work under EO 13650
by assisting local communities in developing a local emergency contingency plan and facilitating
a dialog between the community and chemical facilities on chemical accident prevention and
preparedness.

The public will have 60 days from publication in the Federal Register to submit written
comments online at www.regulations.gov (the portal for federal rulemaking), or by mail.

For more information about the proposed rule: http://www.cpa.gov/rmp/proposed-changes-risk-
management-program-rmp-rule

Read Assistant Administrator Stanislaus’ blog: http://blog.epa.gov/blog/2016/02/preparing-for-

emergencies/

R033

Brent Maier

Congressional Liaison

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3)

San Francisco, CA 94105

Ph: 415.947.4256
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